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The Huron Erie Corridor

Historically
* Huge runs of fish spawned in
the channel.

« Largest commercial GL fishery
In late 1800s.

Today
 Origin of half of the commercial
catch of GL fish, $2 billion/yr.

* More than 65 species of fish,
16 are threatened or
endangered.

« Largest remaining population
of lake sturgeon in the Great
Lakes.



- Very developed area
- Includes 5 Areas of Concern

- Some of the only remaining
free-flowing large rivers



edged spoils disposal art
ipping channel

Navigation
Channels

1874 — 1968:

* Created 96.5 km of shipping
channels,

 Removed over 46,200,000
m3 of material,

* Covered 40.5 km? of river
bottom

* Built 85 hectares of above-
waterline compensating
works

* Spent $283 million

Bennion and Manny 2011



Altered river bed




Our Poster Child for Restoration
— Lake Sturgeon



During spawning season, many fish look for
rocky areas with fast flowing, clean water

Head of the St. Clair River (170 acres)

Sturgeon Eggs



Re-creating fish spawning habitat

Wolf River, WI




Observations — Both Constructed Reefs

20 native fish species
used the reefs

Sturgeon spawned on
the Fighting Island Reef

in 2009 and 2010, viable
eggs and larvae

No clear rock type
preferences

Sturgeon preferred beds
with fastest flowing  Fighting
water




Current
restoration
efforts

* Connectivity to
nursery areas in
delta

e Self cleaning shape



« Adult fish use
Assessment » Fish egg deposition and viability

« Larval fish emergence

 Juvenile fish

* Pre and Post Construction



Habitat construction






Outreach



May 1, 2012 Outreach Event



May 9, 2012 Construction Assessment



Before and After







Thank You

Questions?

Like us on Facebook for updates :
http://www.facebook.com/misea

grant
Mary Bohling

bohling@msu.edu
313-410-9431



